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What is geography? 

Geography is a subject packed with excitement and dynamism that synthesises aspects 

of the world and helps us to better understand its people, places and environments, and 

the interactions between them. Geography also helps us understand how and why 

places are changing, and to better imagine, predict and work towards, likely and 

preferred futures. Underpinning all of this is a strong spatial component that deepens our 

understanding of what places are like, why and how they are connected, and the 

importance of location. 

Geography It is an enquiry led subject that seeks answers to fundamental questions 

such as: 

 Where is this place? 

 What is it like? (And why?) 

 How and why is it changing? 

 How does this place compare with other places? 

 How and why are places connected? 

It is also imperative that a geographer doesn’t just answer questions but also asks and 

debates them: 

 What could/should the world be like in the future? 

 What can we do to influence change? 

Geography draws on its vast range of vocabulary to identify and name places, the 

features within them and the human and physical processes at work there. Such core 

knowledge provides the building blocks of deeper explanation and understanding, 

providing entry points to geographical conversations about the world. 

Geography is more than just core knowledge. Places are dynamic and often space is 

perceived, used and contested by people in many different ways. Geography seeks to 

understand how different views, values and perspectives influence and affect places and 

environments at different scales. It helps explain why places are changing, how they are 

interconnected and why patterns of inequality exist at both local and global scales. 
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Geography deals with the 'here and 'now' of real life and as such, is a vital 'living' 

subject that contributes to and enhances the wider curriculum. Although geography can 

be taught alone, it also offers meaningful contexts for high- quality cross - curricular 

work, as noted by Ofsted: 

"The effectiveness of leadership and management in geography is outstanding. 

Geography is given a high profile across the school and forms a large part of the 

creative curriculum. ... ‘It’s the glue that holds the curriculum together." 

OFSTED 2013 

 

 


